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NOUGH Diggin
Captain Kidd

of His Plunder.

g Done for the Loot of
to Cut Through the

Panama Canal—A Folly That Never Seems
to Wafne. Although the Modest Captain Was
Not Much of 2 Pirate and Hid Only a Little

o M 4 2

BY RICHARD SPILLANE. 100, or more In e summer eamp took

No story of burled treasure the ""'”_ In ”‘IE '”-';*::“‘:I' ind the ‘-‘:‘c”'f'

A ; = S rrhat ment was Intonse,  Thers were pounds

world ever has hod has appealed more and pounds of metal. Bars of gol,

strongly to the Imagination of men or | gome one who Had done i 1ot of repd-

helgd first plice more securely than ing. p thim., Thoere  were

that of the plunder of Captain IK4dd.] gen Httering memea. Th in

o more than two nturies © the  thams € FANrRRenLed kin ri-

sedarch for the gold and the juwe A | som Home of the ol g wWers white,

the pirnte sent ashors when lie felt | gomie red, some 1, #oine blue. The
that his career on sea was nearly snd- | poys had millions In thelr Brasp.

ed has been golng on.  Hardly a bit of | Clalinns.
land, from the Virginin Capes to the That night the treasura chest was

Bt. Lawrence's mouth, that Iidd's
nama hes been connected with but sias
been gone over., How many expedi-
tiong Gardner's Island has hed {5 hard
to say, but for 100 years never a year
went by without at least one party
of treasure-hunters visiting there.
Blook Island, Narragansett Bay polnts,
the Delawars Bay country and Ches-
apeake districta have been ripped and
torn by plek and spades at varlous
times by men who bava belleved they
Wera mbout to solve the great sscret
and In solving It becoms Immensely
rich. Stald Bostin and Central Park,
New York, have been torn up hr va-
rlous places at various tlmes by treas-
ure-seckers,
A Treasnre Tind.

Strange how this burled treasnre
bellef holde awny. On an ilund In
Long Island Hound o few years ago
Fome bhoys from the New Haven Y. M.
C. A hid a summer camp, One day the
lads found an old, wenther-stained,
badly [aded chart, which, with much
difficulty, they deeiphered. It hore the
name of Willlam Kidd nnd o dote way
back In the seventernth century.

By this chart It was plaln that the
pirate's treasire wes hurled on the
very island upon which the boys were
camped, The lines on the chart were
faint, and the writing wae queer In-
deed, but the hoys somehow made out
that by measuring o many fathoms
from euch a polnt and  go many
fathoms from #till another point they
would find the spot whoerson te start
to dig, >

Never did bovs search for troasu
more carnestly than thoga ‘N
Haven Tads. Perbap= their jdeas wero
contired on plrates and plrates’ gold
Just then, for thers had heen much
Lalle of plretes ever since the summer
camp hoad been éstablished, Navear was

re

there & hoy who was worth & con-
tinental who not only had & sneak-
Ing admiration for pirates bold, but
longed 1o have a chance at the gamae
hiinselt,

Just what bwoy found that Captain

sadd chart on that Y. M. €. AL |
nr. what

nd

other youn er upcavered
the great chest in which a lot  of
Lreasure was discoverad Is not Imipor-

tant to this story. Neurly all of the

guarded as treasure chest naver was
guarded befora or since, Next day word
reached tlhe mainland of tha great dis-
covery, The newspapers got the story
and the detnils got abrond, Thers
Wes m lot made over the great find,
but the fact was that Henry 1. Bmith,
the ¥. M, C. A. man In charge of the
camp, bought the funk cnd burled tha
treasurs chest, drew up the chart and
put it whero soma lad was sure to find
it and, then, 'to prepare hls youth-
ful charges for thelr work, introduced
the subject of plrates and their hoards
In tha evenlng talk, Heo bellaved In
keaping the boys busy while In the
summer camp, and nothing will keop
thom busler than a treasure hunt, but

he wes rather surprised when the
futhers of some of the boys put in
forinal cladlms for the treasure, this

| one contending his Eon had found thae
lchart. this one that his firstborn had

handled the spade that disclosed the
chest, this one that lis =on directed
the search and was the leader of the

| purty. Never pgain will Mr. Smith
bury the treasure of Captain K1dd. His
explanation of the affair never caught
up with the rirst story. Some persons
il sugpect le selzed all the gold
and preclous stones for himself. It
Is certain that he left the New Heven

1 goan. after, But he I8 not
s riches. He now s with
M. C, A, In Brooklyn, Bedford

the ¥,
branch.

This treasure island story !s only ona
of hundreds of the kind. Each year the

crop of storles increases. People In-
in belleving In Captaln Kidd's
treasure, and that some day Eoms one
will find it
My Pariner, the Hing.

| Wllliam -Kidd ‘probably has recelved
{more fame from a little plraey than
| any other sea robber In history, There
{ ATe some persons whe persist in as-
gerting that the wvaliant: captain ds a
muech maligned man; that ha mnever
was a pirate at anll, ond that he was
gent to the gallows simply to satisfy
pubille elamor because Eome scipegoal
wias necesEaty.

It {= eure that no pirate ever had
jmore aristocratic connections than did
|\‘uptu!n Kidd, for the King of Eng-
lund was his partner. Bp was tha lead-
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ing citizen of New York. So was the
Chancellor of England,
Governor of New York and Massa-
chusgetts. So were various British
noblemen. Probably pollties played
as much a part In branding Willlam
Ildd as a pirate as did such plunder-
ing a8 he was guilty of on the saa.

In tho latter part of the seventeenth
century theres was not a more highly
respected seafaring man In New York
colony than this same Captaln Kidd.
His brlg, the Antigua, plled between
London, the West Indles and New
York., He was well to do, ha hated
pirates and he had the confldenca and
esteem of all tha prominent men in
New TYork. Np one thought more
highly of him than dld Robert Living-
ston, founder of the great Livingston
famlly that has given to Amerlca =oma
brilliant men and women.

New York's Plraten.

There were many good people In
New TYork at that time who did not
look upon piracy with dlsfaver, In
fact, New York did a glorious trade
with the freebooters of the sea. It
bought thelr plunder, and !t furnlshed
them with men and stores,

s He vouched for him not only as a
man of Integrity, but as a brave man,
too, FHae offered to furnish bond for
Klidd's portlon of the contribution te
the syndicate fund and he told of ths
glorious worle Kidd had done for Eng-
land In tyro eea fights with the
French, In one of these his arrival
saved a British ship from capture by
slx TFrench vessels that were closing
in on the lone Englishman., Fls con-
duct in this engagement had won for
him the highest pralse. No pne could
have hehaved more bravely,

Agalost His Wi

When the proposition was made to
Kidd in London to take command of
the privateer to go out in pursult of
the pirates he viewed it with disfavor,
Only a few years before he had mar-
ried, Hia wife had owned an excel-
lent piece of property in  Hanover
Square, near where tha Cotion Ex-
change now stands, and he had sold
thls and moved Into & new house on
Liberty Btreet, near Nassau. He wWas
well to do, home loving, and had
thought of giving up the sea, To EO
privateering would menn long ab-
sences from home and inereased dan-
Eers. So he declined.

But the King and the King's friends
In the synidicate did neot intend that
ho should have hls own way. It was
intimated te him that' he must ac-
cept, Otherwise ha would not be per-
mitted to leaye the Thames, Hesl-
tatingly and reluoctantly he nccepted,
Livingston slgned hla bond and all
the syndlcators oxcept the King put
up thelr monoy to f{t qut the privateer,
Tn the language of the turt the King
welched, 8o for ms 18 known he re.
talned his interest, hut kept hla money,
FHa had served o purposs, however,
e hod beon a good decoy duck ta
got others to subserlbe to the pool. A
stpunch thirty-gun veasel of 247 tons,
tha Adventure, was purchased, and in
Anrll, 1606, Kidd ‘salled In thls for
Now York to complete hls crew and
multe roady for business,

... On, hig way over to 'New York ha
captured a French ship off the Naw.
foundland banks, ond when he repched

New ¥orlk he was greeted as a cons

querar, \"The provincinl nssembly voted
£260 to him by way/ of testimonial,
or | ot o daresdevil oraw

%u,t A

i

So was the|

]
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warship deserters, pirates and roguss
ag the Testern ocean could =supply.
His plan was to go to the East Indles,
where plrates were numerous, and ‘in
September, 1066, he sailed out of New
York Bay with the good wishes of
the poople and the blessings of the
Earl of Bellomont, who had heen ap-
pointed Governor of New York &nd
Massachusetts. \
1In Commissions.

The good captain had two commla-
slong from His Gracloua Majesty tha
King. One was to seize plrates, The
sccond Was to “apprehend, seiza and
take ships, vessels and goods belong-
ing to the French Wing and his sub-
Jocts and such other ships, vessels and
goods as are or shall ba liable to con-
fiseation.” This gave great latitude
to Captain Kldd, but ‘thera was a
clause that may be considered some-
what lke & Joker, In which {t was
specified that he should do nothing
contrary to the true meaning of nls
instructions, A8 the undertaking was
one of profit purely and the syndisa-
tors wers looking to Kidd to fatten
their purses, this comrlssion might
be taken by him In A rather broad
light, especially In view of the way
things were done on the sea in thosa
days,

Apparently Captain Kidd trled to be
a real good pirate chaser for a year or
#0, but the fates were against him. He
got Into the Indlan Ocean and he
searched honestly and faithtully for
plrates, but no plrates could he find,
There wera plenty of plrates in those
waters, but luck Wwas agalnst him.
Meanvwhile he was having troubles of
his own. Thut gallant band of rogues
ha had shipped In llitla old New York
had varjous things to say to him/

The days and the months were slip-
Ing by, and thers was no pay for
them, No prize no nay,"wag the con-
tract Tf pnything Wil tle up the devil
In & crew of rogues ldlenpss sursly
will, and Captain Kidd's 150 or more
rogues had becn mora or leds idls for
a year, Not only that, but the captain
had another nightmare, Not a penny
was ha earning for hla royal partner,
or for the duke, or the chancsllor, or
My Lord Bellomont, or gogd Mr! Liv-
ingston, To remnin Idle in tha Indlan
Otean meant mutlny. To go homa
empty-handed moant disgraca and rulin.
What was Mr. Kldd to doy

Busy Dnys for Mr. Kida,

Just what he did will remain n dls-
puied point In history 0 long ns fime
lusts, The capinin’s OWn report waa
that his mutlnous ¢rew locked him In
his cabin, attacked and ' plunderaq
merchant ships without regara ' to tha
flag under which they saflad, ana
even fought & drawn hattla with a
Portuguese man-of-War, This may ba
lrug or it may he false, But it fa. p
fact that from out of the Indian Ocean
arme reports soon After that My 1cidd
and his New York pirate-chazerg ware
thg hbusiest pirates . those niratieal
waters ever had known,

And certain it 18, too “that 1t tha
captain was locked In his oabin fwhila
the crew capturod Homa yessels, ha
wiis not locked In the eabin swhen the
riohaat priao ot the €rilse tha Quednh
Merohant, wos taken: hig grant ship
had| & preat 8t0Fal of ‘merchandise, n
lot op gold and slver, preclons aionas
af conslderable value ang g imiscals
leneous eargo such- ag; 14
the heart of any pirats,
| Haw. Inany .Vﬁ.ﬁﬁ,:’-"iﬂﬁ

chants on sheras from whom they had
to, purchase supplies and. with whom
they dld any trading. = The Adven-
ture leaked so badly that Kidd had
to. abendon her' ‘and. transfer his
plunder to tha Quedah Alerchant. e
divided the spolls honestly and falrly
With his men, but 100 of them de-
serted, and he decided to return home.
A8 a final stroke of business he Invited
a lot of traders aboard the Quedah
Merchant. Ostensibly he wanted to sell
a ot of the merchandise of the rich
ship to themn, and elgo he was desirous
of purchasing preelous stones from
them. They brought money and they
brought gems. After he had bargalned
with them long encugh to discover
what they had in tha way of money
end jewels he stripped, them of their
wealth, ordered themn off his ship, and
then he salled away. %
Homewnrd Hound.

Foselbly his departure was hurried
by some raomors that had reached the
Indian Ocesan that & squadron had
been sent out by his friend, the Klng,
1o check his operations. Ha had been
In the East two yveuars, .and had earned
handseme profits for his partners, so
he was not reluctant to leave,

Although half a dozen  warships
were scourlng the =eas for him ha
had no {ntereference on his way back
to America, Hea touched at two ports
in the Weat Indles, but was refused
tores as he had heen proclalmed a
plrate. Not only that, but he learned
of an Engl!ish warship belng nearby
in search of him. He woas In a des-
perats plight. He did not know tha
temper of Lord Bellomont and  Mr,
Livingston In New York, . and tha
Quedah Merchant was sa foul he had
no chance to escape In cass o warship
sighted him. An enterprising mer-
chunt of the sea named Buolton served
him well at this juncture, selling to
him a vessel named tha San Antonio,
with which he went to Curacoa for
supplles alter transferring most of
tha Quednh Merchant's cargo to her.
The Quedah Merchant was run up onae
of tha rlvers In San Domingo and
burned.

Burylng 'freasure,

From Curncoa Kidd started for New
Yark. But his consclence troubled
hlm. At severnl places nlong the route
ha stopped and putmen asore, Mayba
the men wera anxious to get away,
fearing arrest,

Maybe he put them ashore to hurry
to New York with messages to ‘his
lawyer there and to his wife, and also
to Lord Bellomont and Mr. Livingston,
Ha stopped In the Chesapeake, Ha
stapped In the Delaware. IHp stopped
on tha Jersey shore, Ip the VAEUua
storles that have been told ave trie ha
Ut ashore treasure at every place the
San Antonlo ‘stopped, and the treasure
chest wius burled socretly at night. Qr

course, this Is nonsense. It iz a fact,
however, that he loafed along. He
was walting for hls messengers o
reach New York and for his tfriends to
have tlma to reach the rendezvous he
had appointed.

When he had walited what he be-
lleved to be a sufficlent time he sailed
again, but he avolded New York. Ha
skirted Long Island angd off Gardiner's
Island, at the emstern end of Long
Island, hes dropped anchor. He re-
mained thera several days., He got
some plgs, a cask of clder, some sheep
and other supplles,

Hes sent a trensure chest nshors,
ton, Thls treasure chest was buried
near tha manslon of John Gardiner,
lord of tha manor, by Gardiner him-

self, Kldd pald Gardiner for his
trouble, not lavishly but well. He
gava gold and sllk and sugar  and

linena to him. Tha alllks and linens
wera domaged, and the sugar wos not
at Its best, but gold 1s gold the world
over. I'rom New York thera came to
Gardlner's Island & lawyer named
Emmet to meet Captaln Kidd, They
held long end earnest converze. Tha
captain learned that Tord Beallomont
was In Boston, and was loud 1n  his
denunelation of Coptain Kldd.

Arrest.

Tha captain pulled
started off for Boston town. Ha
stopped at Bloelk Island, Thers are
1,064 different places on Rlock Island
thet the natlves point out as tha spot
where Captaln Iidd burled treasure.
From RBlock Island he made 8 short
run down to Oyster Bay. 1f ha burled
any treasure In the Rooszevelt grounds
it has not heen found, so far ag la
known. Maybe ha mat Mrs. Kidd there.
Naxt ha saelled for Narragansett Bay,
There has been.a lot of digzing for
tho treasura he buried there, Then
he loated along the coast a little more,
and on July 1, 1699, he salled into Bos-
ton harbor

The Earl of Bellomont recelved him,
not cordially, but not hostilely. The
earl Insisted that they ehould not
apeak except in the presence of other
persons, Tha eaptain reported as to
the cruise of the Adventure and tha
Quedah NMererant, and sald he was
ready to turn over (the proceeds If
the earl! would relleve Mr, Livingston
from his (Xldd's) bond., The captaln
played falr, but the earl 4id not, for
he refused to releass Mr. Livingston.

For a week Captain Kidd occupled
o houss in Boston which stood on tha
ground now occupled by the Boston
Globe, Then one duny he was arrested.
Lord Bellomont, Immedlately after
putting the captain In jail, sent a ves-
ael to Gardiner's Island. Tha treasurs
cheat was dug up. Next everything
Mrs, Kidd had received from.the cap-
taln wos selzed, Searches wers made
it avery point where the San  An-
tonlo hod' stopped, but nothing had
heen burled, go far as could be learned,
‘except at Gardiner's Island, Tha loot
that Xldd bwrought to Amerlea, aside
from merghandlse of small value, wad

up anchor and

1

l1sted as about 1,100 ounces of gold,

2,400 ounces of sllver and 17 ounces

of preclous stones, Thes total valus,

was less than $75,000, A0
The Trial.

From Boston Kidd was taken to
London. There was a great polltical
row on there, the Outs accuslng ths
Ins of having sent Klidd out as a.
pirate to enrich themselves. Even thi
Kling got his share of the blame.

For a year they kept Kidd in pris
Then ha was put on trial. It was
necessary, Jn order for the government
to windicate itseclf, that Kidd should

‘hang, He did hang, but his trial waa
a' farce. They found him guilty ofi
murder, Hea had hit a mutinous sallor

with a bucket and ths blow fracturad
the sailor’s skull Then they found him)
gullty of plracy and several othar
crimes. On May 13, 1706, threes days,
after his conviction, he was hanged.

Poor Willlam Klidd. He has a fama’
he does not deserve. He became &
plrate egainst his Will'and his nams
ever will stand as a synonym  fofi
plracy. And the tarm on ,which ha

and his good wife lHyed now Is decked:!

with skyscrapers, In which the pirates!
of to-day, the plrates of-flnance, plan)
campalgns nnd erulses fn * which tha
treasure of the Quedah Merchant would

cut only a small gure. . o
(Copyright, 1910, by Richard Spillans}’’
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